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This thesis is an account of research conducted by myself prior to and during my
candidature as a research student for the degree of Master of Philosophy at
Murdoch University. It consists wholly of my own research, except where other
sources are used. These sources are acknowledged by footnotes and
referencing.
An unpublished manuscript by the Reverend Alfred Crookes Hull was an
important record of the events leading up to the establishment of Kingswood
College. The manuscript, Birth of a College, consists of Mr Crookes Hull‟s
personal account of the establishment. The manuscript and the work carried
out by its author are acknowledged and appreciated in the research and writing
of this thesis.
The contents of this thesis have not been previously been submitted for a degree
at any university or tertiary institution.

______________________
Geoffrey M Smith
2009
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Abstract
Kingwood College was one of the residential colleges affiliated with the
University of Western Australia. Originally established by the Methodist
Church, the College had in recent years been run by the Uniting Church.
Kingswood amalgamated with St Columba College (another Uniting Church
college) in 2000, to form Trinity Residential College. Kingswood experienced
nearly forty years of existence prior to its amalgamation. However its history
began as far back as 1913, when the concept of a Methodist College at the infant
University of Western Australia was raised at the annual Western Australian
Conference of the Methodist Church.

This thesis examines the history of Kingswood College, including the
events leading up to its foundation and the years until amalgamation with St
Columba College. It follows the development of Kingswood College in terms of
the impact of massification, managerialism and marketing, along with the
endeavour to establish a sense of commensality, or belonging, among its
members. These factors help explain the ability of the College as an institution
to adapt to social, academic and economic changes throughout a period of
almost 40 years. Further, it will be seen that these changes often challenged the
traditions brought to the College as a result of its background within the
Methodist Church and the approach taken by the church to the provision of
services to university students.
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A note on methodology.

Due to the subject matter of this thesis and the fact that some
controversial events are still fairly recent and the principal players are still alive,
there was anecdotal evidence from various sources to suggest that ill-feelings,
grievances and disagreements are part of the Kingswood College experience.
Because the writer has good relationships with many of those involved with
Kingswood College, it was felt that a very neutral and tactful approach needed to
be taken while compiling this history out of fairness and respect to these
individuals. Legal agreements also prevented on-the-record discussion of some
aspects of the college history, especially concerning events that were to occur in
the mid 1990s. Therefore, when undertaking this study, a conscious decision
was made to make use of material which was either published or available in
some written format which would be available to be verified and referred to if
necessary by other individuals, such as researchers, members of the Uniting
Church and members of the Kingswood College ( and Trinity Residential
College) community. In doing so, if any disagreements or objections to any of
the contents of this thesis did arise, the source of the disputed material can be
traced back to documents available in the public domain, thereby allowing the
consultation of such material by those who may wish to disagree with the
interpretation of that material as presented within this thesis.

On a couple of occasions however, oral information has been referred to.
The Reverend Michael Owen was very helpful in providing details on theological
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training and this information has been used and in many cases also supported
by written documentation covering the establishment of the Uniting Church.
Personal communication with the Reverend Colin Honey was also used on a
couple of minor occasions and without compromising the empirical approach to
the structure of the thesis.

Such an empirical approach does have implications for the direction in
which research can go and such is the case in the current thesis. Apart from the
annual student magazine Casey, most of the written and/or published
documentation relating to Kingswood College focuses on the administrative side
of college life rather than the social side. Therefore the thesis looks primarily at
the administrative development of the college, using as a theoretical basis, the
work of Tapper and Palfreyman. That is not to say that the social history of the
college has been ignored totally. Where possible and within the limits of
available written material, reference is made to the social aspects of the college,
but the reader is to be made aware that this is not the primary focus of this
thesis.

Having chosen to follow an empiricist approach to the history of
Kingswood College, the challenge was to locate and examine as much written
and/or published material concerned with Kingswood College. Two sources
provided a valuable summary of the early years leading up to the establishment
of the college. These have been frequently referred to in the early parts of the
thesis. Similarly, the minutes of the Kingswood College Council and associated
college committees such as the Executive/Finance Committee, provided an
extensive and chronological written record of the administrative work of the
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college and were chosen on this basis. This information was supplemented by
published material such as newspaper reports, references to the college in other
manuscripts and the annual editions of Casey. In all such cases, the material
obtained from these sources was judged to be a neutral record of college
activities or has been discussed within the thesis without criticism of the
personalities involved.

